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• Carpet Cleaning 
• Vinyl Floor Cleaning

• Tile/Grout Cleaning & Sealing 
• Upholstery/Leather Cleaning 

• Mattress Cleaning • Teflon 

Commercial • Residential

www.dryandcleanfloors.com

Family-Owned & Operated 

239-642-0092

10% Off10% Off 
When you mention this ad! 

Check out our 
reviews on Google. 

Licensed & Insured

Servicing Servicing Marco & Naples Marco & Naples for Over 25 Yearsfor Over 25 Years

PRESSURE WASHING  
Home Exteriors, Driveways, Pool Cages, 

Screen Enclosures, Gutters, and Boat Docks
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

Including Screens & Tracks COMPLIMENTARY Bathroom Mirrors 
Cleaned with Interior/Exterior Service 

HURRICANE STORM PROTECTION 
Hanging, Removing, Cleaning and Storing Existing Shutters   

HOUSE CLEANING
Home & Condo, New Construction, Commercial 
SCRATCH & WATER STAIN REMOVAL

Don’t Replace - Renew!
DISCOUNTED PROGRAMS 

AVAILABLE ON ALL SERVICES
Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly

Free Estimates 

“Quality and Perfection is Clearly Our View”
(239) 642-0318

LICENSED & INSURED
Sherri Medeiros Owner/Operator

Email sherri@marcoseethruwindows.com
www.MARCOSEETHRUWINDOWS.com

Call Us and See Clearly Again! 

SERVICES

See Our Ad On Page 16
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ALWAYS  
HOME WATCH

Naples and Marco Island

Prices  
starting at  
$35

WAYNE SAVELL, Owner 
732-803-8583
BENJAMIN TORESCO, Owner
732-921-3255

Fully Bonded Professional Service

Private Business Owner  
for Over 50 Years

“When your home has to 
be inspected just right”

Mailing Address: PO Box 33, Marco Island, FL 34146
Publisher
Mike Held
239-963-4656/239-970-6808 (Office)
239-393-6338 Fax
mheld@pbams.com

www.pbams.com
As Southwest Florida’s most popular direct 
mail advertiser, we are proud to announce 
our on-line marketplace. Advertising to 
SWFL locals on-line has never been easier!

Production Manager
Graphic Designer
Verla Winters

Graphic Designer
Tonya Cooper
Michael DeSmet

Distribution manager
Reed Winters
rwinters@pbams.com

©Copyright 2023 Marco Island Gazette. All rights reserved. Any reproduction of 
the material in this publication in whole or in part without written 

prior consent from the publisher is prohibited.

NOTARY     SHIPPING BOXES     PACKING SERVICE     FAX

SHOPS OF SHOPS OF 
MARCOMARCO  

135 S Barfield Dr. 135 S Barfield Dr. 
Marco IslandMarco Island

OPEN OPEN 
Monday- Monday- 

Friday  Friday  
9am-5pm9am-5pm
Satu rdays  Satu rdays  
9am -3pm9am -3pm

IN

cards, gifts & more

239-393-6300239-393-6300
KEEPINTOUCHSTOREKEEPINTOUCHSTORE..comcom

Why wait in line?

Located at Keep In Touch

“The greatness of a community is most accurately 
measured by the compassionate actions of its members.” 
– Coretta Scott King

Captain Patrick “Pat” Lewis, the sole owner of Blue Runner Charters, in Marco 
Island was diagnosed with a very rare, and potentially life-threatening, auto immune 
disease – Granulomatosis with Polyangiitis. Due to this illness, he is currently dealing 
with nasal deterioration, poor respiration, and heightened anxiety. He has not been able 
to work since February. 

We are unsure exactly what the course of treatment will look like, but it has been 
confirmed that it will be a long road of medications, intravenous infusions, surgery and 
constant bloodwork. We are currently traveling to Miami to see his doctors and will 
continue to travel for his treatment. Facing the financial responsibility of paying for life-
long medical treatment is overwhelming. 

You may not know Pat personally but to know him is to love him. His passion is 
being on the water, fishing and giving his clients a fishing trip to remember. As Blue 
Runner continues to operate under the expertise of a couple supportive Captains, we 
hope that, with the knowledge of our amazing doctors, support from our community 
and rigorous treatment, Captain Pat will be back on the water doing what he loves as 

soon as he is able. 
I write this to appeal to our 

generous community. If you can 
find the time, please say a prayer, 
book a charter or, if you feel so 
inclined, please donate. We have 
set up a Go Fund Me Fundraiser: 
Help Captain Patrick Charter Fish 
Again. You can go to: Truist Bank 
at 950 N Collier Blvd, Marco 
Island, Fl. Account: Go Fund Me 
Captain Pat to make a donation. 
If you can help spread the word in 
your social groups and on social 
media, that would be of great 
assistance and appreciation. The 
more exposure, the faster our goal 
of $75,000, can be attained.

We don’t know what lies 
ahead but the unknown finan-
cial burden that this rare illness 
weighs on him is unfathomable. 
We thank you in advance, Liz 
Brown, Naples, Florida.

Help Captain Pat 
Fish Again...
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Hands On
BOATING

Learn the Skills 
You Can’t Get In a Classroom

Capt’n Mark & First Mate Julie
www.handsonboating.com

239-351-5633

Courses Available 
(1 to 4 Hr)
• Docking • Anchoring 
• Local Knowledge Water Tours 
• Trailering / Launching • Boat Handling 
• Basic Maintenance • Electronics / VHF Operation 
Courses Customized to Your Needs
Licensed Captain, 50 Years On Water Experience

WHEN THERE ARE ANIMALS  IN NEED, WE’LL BE THERE LENDING A HAND, PROVID-
ING A SAFE, AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT TO PROSPER AND LIVE A HAPPY LIFE.

Hosted by

   Cracklin’ Jacks
      2560 39th Street SW, Naples

July 16th, 2023, 1-5pm
 Music by SOUTHERN CUT BAND

 Please Come Out and Have Fun With Us!
This fundraiser benefits Kowiachobee Animal Preserve, a 

Non-Profit 501 (C)(3) educational and hands-on learning facil-
ity. Bring your friends, bring your family, bring your neighbors, 
but definitely bring your appetite. Enjoy awesome, cooked from 
scratch, delicious Taste of the Everglades home cooked meals. 
For more information, contact Cracklin’ Jacks 239-774-6000.

FUNDRAISER!

K
O
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A
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The Naples 4th of July Parade will feature 
    floats, fire engines, school groups, 
       bands, dance troupes, boy and girl 
          scouts, civic groups and organiza- 
             tions. Wear red, white and blue 
              and other festive attire and be 
            prepared to catch candy, beads 
        and other goodies from parade 
    participants! 
This is always a VERY popular event and 

parking/space for seating along the street, goes 
very quickly. Everything is first come, first 
served. No saving and no reservations. 

The parade travels north on 3rd Street South 
   and then east on 5th Avenue, then 
        concludes traveling south on 8th Street 
         South. Free parking will be at the 2 
          parking garages or along the streets 
           surrounding 5th Ave South. Private 
            lots will be charging a fee to park. 
               Please do NOT block driveways, 
                        park in bike lanes, park on 
                              sidewalks or on other 
                                  private properties. You 
                                   will be ticketed or 
                                   towed if in violation.
                                   For more information, 
                                        please contact the 
                                         City of Naples by 
                                      calling 239-213-7120
                                  https://www.naplesgov.
                                  com/parksrec/page/
                                  4th-july-parade-0 

Fourth of July Naples Princess Cruise July 4, 7-10:30pm
Celebrate Independence Day in style with a stunning sunset dinner cruise aboard 

the luxurious Naples Princess Ship. Take in breathtaking views of the coastline, enjoy 
LIVE MUSIC from The Brett Foreman Band and a delicious meal as you sail into the 
night. As soon as the sun sets, get ready for a spectacular fireworks display that will 
light up the sky and leave you in awe.

Limited tickets are available, so act fast to secure your spot on board! Don’t miss 
out on this unforgettable experience that supports Pathways Early Education Center 
of Immokalee. For those who want to go all out, we’re offering VIP packages that 
include three hours of a Premium Open Bar and Reserved Window Seating.

This Fourth of July, make memories that will last a lifetime. Book your tickets 
before they sell out! Naples Princess Cruise, 550 Port O Call Way, Naples, FL 34102. 
Reservations: 9am-5pm 239-649-2275.

44thth  of July Paradeof July Parade
                                                    10am-12pm Free to attend!
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Tallahassee, Fla. – Hurricane season has begun, and the Florida Department of Health (De-
partment) is joining the Florida Division of Emergency Management in encouraging all residents 
and visitors to prepare for severe weather emergencies. Determine any risks to your home, prop-
erty, or business, and update your emergency plans and supplies before Florida is threatened by a 
storm. It is important to stay prepared before and after a storm.
Make a Plan         

It is essential that individuals have a plan before a disaster occurs. Following an emergency 
or disaster, you may lose access to basic services, such as power and water, and be subject to 
limited or no access to essentials like food and water. Visit the Florida Department of Emergency 
Management “Plan and Prepare” webpage for guidance on making an emergency plan for your 
family or business.
Make a Kit

As we stay on the lookout for upcoming storms, think about what to keep on hand in order 
to be prepared. The Florida Division of Emergency Management recommends that you maintain 
a well-stocked emergency preparedness kit to last you and your family for a minimum of seven 
days. Each individual or family disaster supply kit differs based on personal needs. 

• Water: Enough for drinking, cooking and sanitation purposes—pack a minimum of 1 gallon 
daily per person for 7 days.

• Food: Non-perishable packaged or canned food and juices, snacks and foods for those with 
dietary restrictions.

• Cooking Supplies: Manual can opener, cooking tools and fuel, paper plates, and plastic 
utensils.

• Flashlight and Extra Batteries
• Pillows, Blankets and/or Sleeping Bags 

• Clothing: Complete change of clothes suitable for the current climate, sturdy shoes to pro-
tect feet from debris or other sharp objects post-storm.

• First Aid Kit, Prescription Medication, and Other Medicines: Include a first aid kit and 
plan to bring medications that you need. After a storm, you may have limited supplies of your 
prescription medications and your local pharmacy may close. 

• Radio: Battery operated and NOAA weather radio.
• Toiletries 
• Cleaning Supplies: Garbage bags, moisture wipes and other items.
• Cash: Banks & ATMs may not be open or available for extended periods.
• Important Documents: Store all critical documents in a waterproof container and save elec-

tronically. 
• Contact List: Keep an updated list of all important contacts, including doctors, friends, 

relatives, out-of-state friends, or relatives.
• Special Items: Assess all family member needs. 
• Pet Care Items: Proper identification, immunization records, ample supply of food and 

water, carrier or cage, medications, muzzle and leash, and a photo of you and your pet together to 
validate ownership.
Know Where to Find Shelter

You must have: Photo ID, Insurance card, List of emergency contacts, Your primary care 
provider’s contact information.

The time may arise when you may need to evacuate your home to go to a safer place. A 
hurricane evacuation shelter is a refuge of last resort; a place to go if you are not able to evacuate 
to a hotel or the home of a relative, friend, or co-worker. Hurricane shelters are also available for 
people who have no other place to go. The Florida Division of Emergency Management main-
tains a list of open shelters on their website.

If you know or care for an individual with a disability or special need, such as a medical 
condition that requires assistance but not hospitalization, you should pre-register with the Florida 
Special Needs Shelter Registry. Registering through the Florida Special Needs Registry allows 
local emergency management officials to provide important information and quickly assist you 
during an emergency. For more information, call your county’s emergency management office or 
visit the Florida Special Needs Registry at https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/.   

Prepare for 
Hurricane Season!
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Paradise Coast Sports Complex (PCSC) proudly announces that we will be host-
ing the 2023 4th of July Fireworks in cooperation with Collier County, The Collier 
County Parks & Recreation Department and The Naples, Marco Island & Everglades 
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau.

Rain or Shine. Bring your own lawn chairs or blankets. No grills or outside food 
or beverages allowed in the complex. Food and beverages will be available for sale 
at multiple stations around the complex. No pets allowed for this event and please no 
sparklers or personal fireworks.

Gates open at 6 pm. Family-friendly movie starts at 6:30 pm inside the stadium, 
on the 40 foot jumbotron – “The Sandlot”. Band starts at 7 pm at The Cove – “Nost-
laJah”. Fireworks start at 9 pm.

FREE of charge! Seating will be at the complex stadium (3,500 seats plus grass 
areas and bleacher seating). Additional seating on The Great Lawn & at The Cove. 
Car pooling is strongly suggested as a large crowd is expected and there is a limited 
number of parking spots at the complex. Plan to come early to enjoy the pre-fire-
works festivities.

What about Marco’s fireworks?
Although Naples canceled its fireworks, Marco Island, which saw less damage 

from Ian, will have its usual event, off the shoreline of Residents’ Beach (130 S. 
Collier Blvd.) Fireworks there will also start at 9 p.m.

The county will provide additional parking at Tiger Tail Beach, without cost.
In his latest newsletter, Collier County Commission Chairman Rick LoCastro re-

minded county residents that only members can park in the Residents’ Beach private 
lot. But the show can be seen from every location up and down the beaches of Marco.

Independence Day Celebration

44 thth of July of July
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South Marco Beach Access
Parking and restroom facilities are located on Swallow Avenue. They are a 

short walk across South Collier Blvd. to the beach. Parking is $10 per vehicle. 
Tigertail Beach Park

There are no amenities at Tiger Tail Beach except Bathroom since the hurri-
cane. Parking is $10 for those without a beach parking permit. For more infor-
mation, visit www.paradisecoast.com.

Marco Island Beaches
Editorial Corrections: the following information was published in the May 

issue of Marco Island Gazette. The cost of parking was $8 per vehicle but is cor-
rected, below, to $10 per vehicle.
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The gathering smoke over the Midwest comes from fires that have been 
burning in the Canadian province of Quebec for weeks.

As hundreds of fires continue to rage in Canada, air quality drops to 
unhealthy levels across U.S. states. Satellites have seen smoke from the wild-
fires gathering over the midwestern United States just days after space-based 
imagery spotted smoke creeping across the Atlantic into Europe.

Because the smoke is higher in the atmosphere over the European countries 
affected, people in those countries are unlikely to experience the same hazard-
ous conditions arising in Canada and the U.S.

The only break much of America can hope for anytime soon from eye-wa-
tering dangerous smoke is brief bouts of shirt-soaking sweltering heat and hu-
midity from a southern heat wave that has already proven deadly, forecasters 
say. And then the smoke will likely come back to the Midwest and East.

That’s because neither the 235 out-of-control Canadian wildfires nor the 
stuck weather pattern that’s responsible for this mess of meteorological mal-
adies are showing signs of relenting for the next week or longer, according 
to meteorologists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
Weather Prediction Center.

First, the stuck weather pattern made abnormally hot and dry conditions 
for Canada to burn at off-the-chart record levels. Then it created a setup 
where the only relief comes when low pressure systems roll through, which 

means areas on one side get smoky air from the north and the other gets swel-
tering air from the south.

Nearly every province in Canada has fires burning. A record 30,000 square 
miles (80,000 square kilometers) have burned, an area nearly as large as South 
Carolina, according to the Canadian government.

And fire season usually doesn’t really get going until July in Canada. Hotter 
than normal and drier air made for ideal fire weather. Warmer weather from 
climate change means the atmosphere sucks more moisture out of plants, mak-
ing them more likely to catch fire, and burn faster and hotter.

Where there’s fire, there’s smoke. Both high heat and smoky conditions 
are stressors on the body and can present potential challenges to human 
health. 

While the haze of wildfire smoke provides a visual cue to stay inside, 
there can be hidden dangers of breathing in harmful pollutants such as 
ozone even when the sky looks clear. There are air chemistry changes that 
can happen downwind of wildfire smoke, which may have additional and 
less well-understood impacts on the body.

The seasonal forecast for the rest of the summer in Canada “is for hot 
and mostly dry” and that’s not good for dousing fires.

Image By japannews.yomiuri.co.jp

Smoke from Smoke from 
Canadian Wildfires Canadian Wildfires 

Image By vecstock
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Immediately following a storm, flooding may occur. Mosquito eggs laid in 
the soil during previous floods can hatch and result in very large populations. 
Most of these mosquitoes are considered nuisance mosquitoes, however it’s 
essential to protect yourself and your family from mosquito breeding and mos-
quito-borne illness.

The risk of disease transmission through bites of infected mosquitoes to 
humans often increases during the warm, rainy months. To protect against 
mosquitoes, the Department urges the public to “Drain and Cover:”
DRAIN standing water to stop mosquitoes from multiplying:

• Drain water from garbage cans, buckets, pool covers, coolers, toys, flow-
erpots or any other containers where sprinkler or rainwater has collected.

• Discard old tires, drums, bottles, cans, pots and pans, broken appliances 
and other items that aren’t being used.

• Empty and clean birdbaths and pet’s water bowls at least once a week.
• Protect boats and vehicles from rain with tarps that don’t accumulate 

water.
• Maintain swimming pools in good condition and appropriately chlorinat-

ed. Empty plastic swimming pools when not in use.
COVER your skin with clothing or repellent to reduce mosquito bites:

• Clothing - If you must be outside when mosquitoes are active, cover up. 
Wear shoes, socks, long pants and long sleeves.

• Repellent - Apply mosquito repellent to bare skin and clothing. Always 
use repellents according to the label. Repellents with DEET, picaridin, oil of 
lemon eucalyptus, and IR3535 are effective.

• Use mosquito netting to protect children younger than  
2 months old.
COVER doors and windows with screens to keep mosquitoes out of your 

home. Repair broken screening on windows, doors, porches and patios.
Tips on Eliminating Mosquito Breeding Sites:

• Clean out troughs and gutters.
• Remove old tires or drill holes in those used in playgrounds to drain.
• Turn over or remove empty plastic pots.
• Pick up all beverage containers and cups.
• Check tarps on boats or other equipment that may collect water.
• Remove vegetation or obstructions in drainage ditches that prevent the 

flow of water. 
Stay Connected

During severe weather and other emergencies, the State Assistance Infor-
mation Line (SAIL), a toll-free hotline, is activated to provide accurate and 
up-to-date information on emergency or disaster situations impacting the State 
of Florida. The SAIL hotline is: 1-800-342-3557.

You can also get helpful information from the Department’s Emergency 
Information webpage. Additionally, one of the fastest ways to receive accu-
rate health-related information is to monitor @HealthyFla on Twitter and on 
Facebook.

 The Florida Department of Health, nationally accredited by the Public 
Health Accreditation Board, works to protect, promote and improve the health 
of all people in Florida through integrated state, county and community efforts.
Collier Mosquito Control District 

Report Mosquitoes - Copy and paste online: Report Mosquitoes | Collier 
Mosquito Control District (cmcd.org)

There’s a form that may take a up to 30 seconds to load. If it does not, 
please call the office at 239-436-1000 to submit your mosquito report or to 
request a visit from a Field Technician. 

 Prevent Mosquito-Borne Illness 
There are cases of West Nile and other viruses every year. Mosquito control efforts focus on 
managing the mosquitoes that carry this virus, and surveillance is conducted which allows the 
ability to watch the incidence of positive mosquitoes increase as the temperature increases. West Nile 
typically begins with birds and can be observed as it moves into the biting Culex populations and on 
to horses and then humans.
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Business Card Ads  3.2” wide x 2” tall Business Card Ads  3.2” wide x 2” tall $$50 per issue50 per issue
Please SCAN Your Business Card at 300% and Email to rwinters@pbams.com 

CLASSIFIEDS SECTIONCLASSIFIEDS SECTION
 Gazette  Naples ™

 Gazette  Marco Island ™

 Gazette  Naples ™

 Gazette  Marco Island ™

$7 for 20 words or less. $2 for each additional 10 words. 
Call Mike Held 239-963-4656 mheld@pbams.com 
Reed Winters 239-738-5214 rwinters@pbams.com

HELP WANTED_____________________________
Advertising Salesperson  
Do you like to meet and talk to 

people? Join our Team! Are you a 
Self-Starter, Multitasker, Out-go-

ing and like to make your own 
schedule? Bilingual a plus. 

Experience a plus! Will train. 
239-963-4656

HELP WANTED_____________________________________
CONTRACTORS NEEDED 

We are a small concierge company looking 
for mature, compassionate individuals to 

work part time/full time as companions/care-
givers in Naples, Marco, Bonita, Ft. Myers. 

HHA, CNA helpful, but not required. A 1099 
will be issued at year end. A Helping Hand of 

Florida 724-601-6675 or 314-324-4632

994 N Barfield Dr #30, Marco Island, FL  
239-394-0310 

screensovermarco1@gmail.com 
www.ScreensOverMarco.biz

• Keeping Your Condo 
   Refreshed 365 Days a Year
• Customized Services 
• Single Visit Home Watch
• Grocery Service 
• Laundry Service
• Car Starting After 
   Departure and Before 
   Arrival

Living Refreshed 
Home Watch Service

630.610.3464 • LivingRefreshedMarcoIsland@gmail.com

Coupon Ads 3.2” wide x 3” tall Coupon Ads 3.2” wide x 3” tall $$90 per issue90 per issue

Business Card Ads  3.2” wide x 2” tall Business Card Ads  3.2” wide x 2” tall $$50 per issue50 per issue
Please SCAN Your Business Card at 300% and Email to rwinters@pbams.com 

$4 BATTERY
Exclusions Apply. Expires July 31, 2023

Shops of Marco  |  133 S Barfield Dr  |  Marco Island 
239.351.8653  |  ggjmarco.com  |  GGJMarco@yahoo.com

SWEET ANNIE’SSWEET ANNIE’S
ICE CREAM PARLOURICE CREAM PARLOUR

25% OFF
BUY ONE, GET ONEBUY ONE, GET ONE

692 Bald Eagle Dr. — Marco Island  
239.642.7180

Must present coupon. Valid till 7/31/23.

HELP WANTED_______________________________
TAX ACCOUNTANT 

& Bookkeeper 
Experienced Full & Part-Time. 

Casey K Miklas, CPA, PA
207 N Collier Blvd, Suite

223, Marco Island, FL 34145
239-394-7829 fax 239-394-4065

CaseyTaxCPA@gmail.com   

HELP 
WANTED

Part-time 
Associates 

needed for home 
watch flexible 

hours. Retirees 
welcome. Please 

call 239-353-7560

Free Initial Consultation

American Red SnapperAmerican Red Snapper  
Dry Tortugas  Dry Tortugas  

BlueRunnerChartersMarco.comBlueRunnerChartersMarco.com
Instagram: @Capt_Patrick_LewisInstagram: @Capt_Patrick_Lewis

239-253-4805239-253-4805

ChartersCharters
Custom 12 Hours Custom 12 Hours 
Begins June 1Begins June 1

View all listings at  
ParadiseCoastGroup.com

Your Link to the Paradise Coast

The Paradise 
Coast Group

Susan LaGrotta 
239-438-7776  

Paul Crain
 816-294-0004 

Give Us A Call Give Us A Call 
For Real Estate For Real Estate Advice!Advice!
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CONTEST RULES
Our current contest is awarding a $50 gift card from KJ Chinese Bistro & Sushi 
(formerly Su’s Garden). You can read their story on page 1 and see their ad on page 16. 
CONTEST RULES: Double your chances of winning! You can enter by just emailing 
us at contest@marcoislandgazette.com with your name, address, and daytime phone 
number. Please write in the subject line Marco Island Gazette Contest.  One single 
entry per household by just entering. You can also enter a second time by correctly 
completing either of the two puzzles on page 24. Take a picture with your phone or 
scanner and email your entry to contest@marcoislandgazette.com.  Please include 
your name, address, and daytime telephone number. Please write in the subject 
line Marco Island Gazette Contest. The maximum number of entries allowed per 
household is two, one by regular entry and the second by correctly completing either 
of the two puzzles. 
THE DEADLINE TO ENTER is Friday, July 28th, 2023.  The contest drawing is to be 
held Saturday, July 29th, 2023, by the age-old tradition of pulling names out of a hat. 
See our upcoming combined August/September edition of the Marco Island Gazette 
for the winner’s name. 
IMPORTANT: The winner is responsible for any applicable taxes. The prize awarded 
is between the prize sponsor and the winner, and in any event, Marco Island Gazette 
will not be held liable for issues arising from the award of said prize. By providing 
your email, you agree to receive further communications from the Marco Island 
Gazette and Its partners. You can opt out by stating in your contest entry or entries 
you wish to do so. If you do not opt out when entering our contest, you may do so at 
any time by clicking on the opt-out function in any email received from our partners.
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY to enter and win. Thank you to everyone who entered 
our last issue’s contest.  
Congratulations to our Last Issue’s Contest Winner:  Judy Hattendorf, who won a  
$50 credit from Stanley Steemers. 
If you are a business owner and would like to sponsor a prize and showcase a product  
or service, please call us at 239-963-4656

KJ Chinese Bistro & SushiKJ Chinese Bistro & Sushi

Across
1 Connected
10 “All good here!”
15 Order of magnitude?
16 Not touch
17 Paleolithic innovation
18 Turning points?
19 British pound note featuring  
     Jane Austen
20 Horn in
22 Jettison
23 Take off
24 __ shape
26 Hardly rosy
27 “Broaden your horizons!”
30 Bank security
31 Self-evident pick
32 Top pick
33 Big name in Early American art
34 Emmy winner Helgenberger
35 Drunkenness
37 Cut off
38 Backs
39 Herb used in some Indigenous 
     smudging rituals
40 Life styles?
41 Personal matter?
42 Parking space
44 Fortified, with “up”
46 Cool amount?
49 Sierra __
51 Smell-O-Vision rival
53 Source of intelligence
54 Summary of top headlines
55 Prankster’s declaration
56 Mail order?
Down
1 Start of a library conversation, 
     maybe
2 Gentileschi’s “Self-Portrait as 
     a __ Player”
3 Just after

4 Mil. title
5 Troublemaker
6 Prize
7 LED component
8 Hilfiger rival
9 Pen name of journalist Elizabeth 
     Cochrane Seaman
10 Sort
11 Element of some meditation 
     exercises
12 Admired with quiet reverence, 
     with “of”
13 Goes back out
14 Crossword editor Harper in 
     Hallmark’s “Crossword 
     Mysteries” series
21 __ nous
23 Hashtag that went viral during 
     a pop star’s legal battle
25 Ewe said it
26 Elevate
27 Kids on a farm
28 Plant that sparked the Victorian 
     craze “pteridomania”
29 Indoor rower, for short
30 “Smallville” role for Durance
31 “You okay there?”
32 Cone source
33 Pub trayful
36 Classic car
37 Coastal formations?
39 Appear to be
41 Cultivated
42 Refinery waste
43 Cuban bar tender
45 Little dipper?
46 Nutmeg spice
47 Supermodel with a cosmetics 
     line for women of color
48 W. Coast force
50 “When will u b here?”
52 Hoops stat

CROSSWORD CLUES You’ll find the answers 
in the August 2023 issue
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Experience the CLEAN Side of  Fitness!

Hammer Strength Equipment      Life Fitness Free Weights          Dumbell & Barbell Sets             Selectorized Strength

         Life Fitness Cardio             Personal & Group Training                                                              Smoothie Bar – Open to Public

            Steam Rooms                    Infrared Saunas                              HydroMassage Beds                    Massage Therapy

Daily | Weekly 
| Monthly | Annual  

 Memberships 
Hours: 

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm 
Sat & Sun 9am-3pm

Shops of  Marco Plaza, 1817 San Marco Road, Marco Island, FL
239-394-9235 • www.xfspa.com

Complete Line of Life Fitness

Full Spectrum

Answers from June 2023 Issue
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NAPLES – Lee Smith, 
a Florida homeowner, has 
taken it upon himself to 
embark on a relentless mis-
sion to hunt down dozens 
of cane toads in his neigh-
borhood. His actions are 
motivated by the potential 
harm these invasive species 
pose to both people and 
pets.

The toad eradication 
endeavor began when 
Smith’s wife experienced 
sleepless nights due to the 
cacophony created by the 
loud noises emanating from 
the cane toads. Determined 
to alleviate the problem, Smith decided to intervene.

“I thought I’m just gonna go out there and see if I can catch ’em,” Smith 
stated.

Within a mere 15 minutes, Smith managed to capture an astonishing 30 to 
40 toads in his backyard alone.

“And I thought this is a good way to get rid of cane toads, to just go out and 
catch ’em. That’s how it started, and now it’s been like a challenge,” Smith 
shared.

However, Smith’s objective doesn’t end with the capture. Cane toads are 
considered an invasive species in Florida, and the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
officials actually encourage their elimination, but through humane methods.

“I use the refrigerator to first sort of numb ’em, and then they go in the 
freezer,” Smith explained.

When asked about their final destination, Smith clarified, “They go in the 
dumpster and to waste management.”

The need for such drastic measures arises from the fact that cane toads not 
only invade the ecosystem but also pose a serious threat to pets. 

According to Dave Feenan from the Humane Society of Naples, “A full-

grown toad can kill a full-grown dog within half an hour. They emit a toxin 
when a dog bites it or licks it, and it’s very dangerous.”

Smith is grateful that his newfound hobby can contribute positively to the 
community and protect their furry companions. Equally content is his wife, 

Denise Smith, who can finally enjoy peaceful nights of sleep with-
out the disruptive noise.

Smith’s commitment to this cause is evident from his past ac-
complishments. Two years ago, he managed to catch approximately 
700 cane toads, and last year, his tally surpassed a thousand. 

Florida Homeowner 
Captures Invasive Cane Toads

The cane toad (also known as the bufo, giant or marine toad) is a large, 
nonnative amphibian that has been introduced into Florida. Cane toads are 
considered an invasive species and are poisonous to most animals that try 
to bite or consume them. Cane toads are not protected in Florida except by 
anti-cruelty law and can be removed from private property and humanely 
killed year-round with landowner permission. Captured cane toads may not be 
relocated and released.

Cane toads are reddish-brown to grayish-brown with a light-yellow or 
beige belly and can be uniform in color or have darker markings around the 
body. They have enlarged glands behind the eyes, which angle downward onto 
the shoulders. The glands secrete a potent milky-white toxin (bufotoxin) as 
defense against predators including domestic pets.

Cane toads generally range in size from 6 to 9 inches in length. They can 
be confused with the native southern toad, however, adult cane toads are much 
larger than adult southern toads which only grow to a maximum of approxi-
mately 3 to 4 inches.

Invasive Cane Toad - Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
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